A Summer of Kings-Han Nolen
                                                           DDTims-English


Chapter 1/2
Vocabulary:

snooty          enlightened               exotic               prejudice
                  circumstance                             moron 

Comprehension:

1.  Explain what Esther, Pip and her aunt were out doing the Friday King Roy arrived.

2.  Describe what is told about King Roy in the beginning of the novel.

3. Describe Esther’s “life” each summer.

4. What kind of driver was Auntie Pie? Describe her. Provide details to support your answers.

5. What happened between Esther and Pip while out with Auntie Pie? Explain why.
6. Who is “Mr. Balanchine”
7. What do you know about the setting of this story so far?
8. What do you know about Esther so far? What can be inferred as to the type of life she lives,
9. Who is King Roy to Esther’s family?

Chapter 3/4
Vocabulary:

     hesitate          grand        Katherine Hepburn          stint         reassurance   persecution
     lunatic            

Comprehension:

10. What did King-Roy have to say about his being there and his mother?
11. Explain what King-Roy had to say about competing and learning?

12. Explain what was going on with “the gun”.

13. What alarmed Esther about King-Roy’s suitcase and explain why it was alarming to her?
14.  Describe what else have you learned about Esther?
Chapter 5/6
Vocabulary

annoyance         inconvenient             doted                 gauzy                  ghastly
rhetorical             coiffure               conniving                  peignoir          innuendo
Comprehension:

15.  Why do you think Ester’s mother and King-Roy’s mother drifted apart?

16.Why do you think that Esther responded in the way that she did after her mother asked her to get the groceries?

17. Who is “the Beast” and why does Esther call him that?
18. Describe what kind of person is Esther’s mother.
Chapter 7/8

Vocabulary

KKK           appalled                 hedonism              dismay            exasperate      ocher
        

Comprehension

19. How did Esther attempt to stop Auntie Pie from telling what had happened?
20. Explain why King-Roy was walking “funny”.  What would you had done if you were Esther?
Chapter 9/10

Vocabulary


revolution       oppression        reeling          frivolous      pretentious
          indignation     Babe Didrickson
Comprehension

21. Explain what King-Roy was told about the Nation of Islam and who the leader of this organization is.

22.  How do you think all of this information King-Roy had been given made him feel? How does it make Esther feel?

23. What came out of the argument Esther was having with Monsieuer Vichy?  How did she try to recover from it?
24.  Can a prediction be made as to what will happen as a result of this argument?

Chapter 11/12

Vocabulary



arbor           pavilion      logic     dignity    bitter   prattle
Comprehension

25.   Explain why you think that Esther told Pip about King Roy’s secret.
26.  What are the three things that King-Roy said that he would never do for a living?

27.  “If there is dignity in the man, there is dignity in the job”- What is your interpretation of that quote by Beatrice?

Chapter 13/14
Vocabulary

Comprehension 

28.  Explain what Esther mean when she says that King –Roy “speaks to the stones”.

29. Why does King-Roy hate tap dancing?

30.  Describe  ‘the moment that changed” King-Roy’s life. 

31.  Who was the man King-Roy was accused of killing?

32.  Explain why Nora wanted Esther to watch Sophia & Stewart more.

33.  What were the regrets King-Roy had.

Chapter 15/16

Vocabulary   



amnesiac         lethargic

Comprehension

34.  How and why did King-Roy come to Esther’s defense?

35. What did Stewart want to do once in the city?

36.  What made Sophia so upset at the theatre?
37.  What happened to Esther at the audition?

Chapter 17/18/19
Vocabulary

Comprehension

38. What did King-Roy tell Esther about her acting.

39. Describe Sophia’s attitude after the audition.

Chapter 20/21/22/23
Vocabulary


livid                ordeal           initiation
40.  Where did Esther find King Roy?
41. What do you think Esther is feeling when she met Pip’s friend?

42. What did Esther mean everyone was “leaving her behind”?

Chapter 24/25/26/27

Vocabulary

        mammoth          pathetic     exasperated    apoplectic      wretched

Comprehension

43. How do you feel about Esther’s confrontation with her father?

44. What is King-Roy’s “scared of”?

45. Do you think Esther was justified in speaking to her mother about being told “thank you”.  Explain your answer.

Chapter 28/29/30/31

Vocabulary


conniption fit

Comprehension

46. Why isn’t King-Roy enthusiastic about the march in Washington?

47. What happened to King-Roy’s sister and explain why.

48. What did King-Roy tell Esther when she asked if he loved hera/

49. What did Esther do about Ghandi’s quote- “to be the change we wished to see in the world”?
Chapter 
32/33/34/35
Vocabulary



excommunicated

Comprehension

50. Explain what was going on with Pip?  Why do you think he is making these decisions.
51. Explain why were King-Roy and Esther’s mom, Nora, upset w?ith Esther.

52. What was King-Roy’s worry in regard to the march in Washington

Chapter 36/37/38/39

Vocabulary

Comprehension

53. How do you think Mom and Dad felt about Stewart’s dance?  Why do you think they felt this way?

54. Explain what caused Esther’s show to end suddenly?

55. What led to King-Roy’s decision to return to Alabama?

Chapter 40/41/42/43/44

Vocabulary
 A. Philip Randolph      Joan Baez
Comprehension
56. Explain what Monsieur Vichy told Esther to do and why.

57. What changed the Young family’s minds regarding the trip Esther wanted to take?

58. How did Esther feel about Pip at this point in the story and why?

59. Summarize how Esther described the march.

60. Explain what took place with King Roy as Esther attended the march.

61. List actual historical events that occurred during the plot of this story.

62. “How has Esther evolved during the story and explain what she meant by saying “When did I get old?”

Please circle your book rating and explain your answer.
Book Rating:
   “hated it”                           “excellent book”
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________________________________________________________
A Summer of Kings

Esther Young: failed 3rd gr; during vacations-always being tutored so could pass her classes; rich; feels she isn’t as gifted & talented or smart as the rest of her family. Her family criticizes her all the time.
King Roy Johnson: 18 years old; came to live in Westchester County, New York after being accused of killing a white man in Birmingham, Alabama by his parents who had been friends with Esther’s parents.

Pip: Jonathan Masters; next door neighbor; father is college president
Auntie Pie(Hyacinth): takes in injured animals
Mother(Nora):  once best friends with King Roy’s mom-Luray whose mom was Cassie the maid for Nora’s family when she was young
Father(Herbert Nelson Young):   a director

Stewart: brother(10) wants to take ballet
Sophia: sister(6) Wants to be an actress; attention craving
Laura & Kathy:  Once Esther’s friends
Houseguest:  Monsieur Vichy-snooty playwright



Beatrice Bonham-actress
Johnny “Shoeshine” Johnson- King-Roy’s dad

Ax(Accident): the fellow King-Roy met on the bus and had introduced him to the Nation of Islam.
Cyrill- King-Roy’s brother

Syllia-King-Roy’s sister who died as a result of injuries  caused by the fire hose in a protest march in Alabama.

Joe Earl-King-Roy’s brother
Madeline-Nora’s best friend who was dying of cancer.

Yvonne:  Ax’s sister

Randy Michaels:  Pip’s pen pal who had come to visit him and whom Esther was jealous.

Quotes: 
 “Have you ever had a moment that you knew would change your life forever?”
“If there is dignity in the man, there is dignity in the job.”
Posssible test Questions
**If you had the ability to organize a nationwide march in Washington, what would be its objective and explain why?

**What was so ironic about the way King-Roy died?/
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